Why Satan hates our children 
Introduction
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2 parts – Why Satan hates our children and how he uses us to steal from, kill and destroy them

John 10:10 NIV “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full,’’ 

During the last couple of years of devotional reading I have been impacted by Jesus’ where He highlighted in Matthew 18, Mark 9 and Luke 9 children’s humility, purity and willingness to serve as key prerequisites for anyone entering God’s kingdom.

These are the very qualities that Satan discarded when he led a rebellion against God and was cast out of heaven. 
Isaiah 14:12-14 (NIV) How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 
This reveals that Satan’s pride was his downfall, while its (prides) absence in children is their greatest strength.

Jesus went on to say in Mark 9:37 that we welcome Jesus and the one who sent him when we welcome children. To emphasise His love for children and the special place they hold, Jesus goes on to use some of the strongest language in the New Testament in warning adults about causing children to sin.

Mark 9:42 (NIV) “And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. 
These are fighting words to Satan who, since the creation of the world, has been at war with God through the sons and daughters of Adam, both to break the heart of God and prevent the extension of God’s kingdom.

Satan hates our children 
Satan hates our children because children are the brightest reflection of God’s glory
Given humanity is the highest of His creation, and a constant reminder to Satan of his loss. The children’s heartfelt praises are a fragrant perfume to God, but a stench in the nostrils of Satan, the former worship leader of heaven. 
Matthew 21:15-16 (NIV) But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, “‘From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise’?” 
The battle lines have been drawn and the stakes are high; the hearts and minds of people. 

Satan hates our children because they enjoy an intimacy with God that Satan lost
Matthew 18:10 says the children’s angels are always before the father’s face. 
Matthew 18:10 (NIV) “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.
They have a special access to the throne that adults seem to lack. 
In Mark 10 Jesus blasted the disciples for trying to prevent the babies and infants from gaining direct access to Him. 

Mark 10:13-16 (NIV) People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth; anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 
This Scripture also says Jesus enjoyed the children’s company, allowing them to sit upon his knee and blessing them.

Satan hates our children because he fears them
God has often used children to teach adults about kingdom principles, as agents of change and God’s servants, spokespeople and role models. 
Consider…

· The servant girl who convinced Naaman to seek the man of God to cure his leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-3)
· Miriam, who skilfully convinced Pharaoh’s daughter to pay her mother to raise her brother, the abandoned Moses (Exodus 2) 
· Josiah, the eight-year-old king who showed wisdom beyond his years after the failure of adults to follow God (2 Kings 21:24)
· David, the shepherd boy who slew a giant and led a nation (1 Samuel 17)
· The Boy who offered his meagre lunch to feed a multitude (John 6:9)
· Samuel, who brought correction to the apathetic and derelict Eli (1 Samuel 3)
· Esther, the orphan who went on to save her people through her wisdom and courage
· Mary, God chose an unmarried teenage girl to bear the Christ child, and to manifest himself in human form as a baby, born into poverty in a backwater of the Roman Empire.

Satan hates our children because they are the most receptive to the Gospel
They still have most of their lives still ahead of them to share their faith with others.

Children represent half the population within the 10/40 window, those countries between the 10th and 40th degree of latitudes regarded as unevangelized or unreached by missiologists.

There are 4 billion people living within the 10/40 window including 37 Muslim countries and 7 Buddhist nations. 80% of the world’s poorest people live there. 1
Research by George Barna and others show that from 40-60% of people who will make a decision to follow Jesus Christ, will do so between the ages of 4 and 18. 2 Children represent a window within a window, and a strategic opportunity for Christians responding to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-22).

Barna writes: “Consider the facts. People are more likely to accept Christ as their Saviour when they are young. Absorption of biblical information and principles typically peaks during the pre-teen years. Habits related to the practice of one’s faith develop when one is young and change surprisingly little over time.’’ 3

God knows this, and so does Satan. Throughout scripture, but particularly in the Old Testament books of the law and Proverbs, parents are told repeatedly to train their children in the things of God.   Children are underrepresented in missions spending, yet are the most responsive people group. 

Care for children, including introducing them to Jesus, is also an effective way of introducing their siblings and parents to a personal saviour. 
Consider the story of the widow in 1 Kings 17 and 18 who says “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth,’’ (18:24) after God raises her son from the dead through the prophet Elijah. God had miraculously provided food for the woman and her son for two years, but it was the miracle of her son’s resurrection that convinced her that Elijah’s God was the one true God.

Satan hates our children because they represent the future of the church
It has been said that the church is but one generation away from extinction. Satan recognises the strategic nature of preventing children from getting to Jesus. Children are at the very heart of a battle as Jesus build his church, declaring that the gates of hell will not prevail (Matthew 16:18).

As a ministry involved in holistic child development, Compassion bears testimony to church growth directly related to the church’s ministry to children through sponsorship – This happens right thru the developing world.
Satan hates our children because they have a simple faith, innocence and ready ability to believe the things of God
Jesus told his disciples in Mark 10:15 that they would not enter the Kingdom of God unless they became like little children. 
In John 3:3, Jesus said we must be born again. 
Keith White explains: “You’ve got to let go of all your adult, culturally-laden preconceptions and be ready, as it were, to start over again in Christ, just as a baby is starting for the first time,’’ 4 

In Luke 9, the disciples are arguing about who was the greatest. You get the sense it was not the first time hostilities had broken our, given their backgrounds and the amount of time they spent together. They were jostling for position and title, perhaps jealous at the perceived favouritism shown by Jesus towards Peter, James and John who accompany the master to the mountain of transfiguration. Jesus, sets a child in their midst to highlight that greatness resides in service and humility, not pride and power. 
In Mark 9:3, it says the disciples were reluctant to tell Jesus about the nature of their arguing. They had been caught out; they were acting “childish’’, but Jesus commanded them to be “child-like’’.  The same or next day, the disciples demonstrate their inability to grasp Jesus’ concept of humility and childlikeness when they try to stop the mothers from bringing their children to Jesus. Full of self importance and their own worldly agenda, Jesus has had enough and tells them in no uncertain terms not to get between him and the children. With fiery eyes, Jesus’ indignation is literally, “How dare you’’. 

The apostle Paul picks up on the innocence and purity of children when he tells the church in Corinth to be like infants in regard to evil… people listen to these words…

1 Corinthians 14:20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.
Katherine Copsey, in her essay, What is a Child? 5 points to several child-like characteristics within a child from which adults can learn in connecting with God.  These include children’s uncomplicated nature; their ability accept things at face value; their gift of perception that enables them to discern duplicity and hypocrisy; their sense of awe and wonder at God’s creation; willingness to share and give to others; their simple needs, optimism and faith. 
“The God of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of unbelievers,” (2 Corinthians 4:4) but not children!
Dr Vinay Samuel says children have an inherent transcendence, a sense or sensitivity to the Divine, to “mystery’’ and to the touch of God in their lives.  6
World renowned Australian-based worship leader Darlene Zschech bears testimony to the faith and hope that children possess from her family’s meeting some years ago with AIDS orphans in South Africa. The children, who all knew they were dying of AIDS, sang for her the Hillsong praise anthem, All Things Are Possible, with a heartfelt joy and confidence that belied their dire circumstances. They understood what it was to know Jesus. It seems these children had the same revelation as another young girl who, when asked what she would say if God asked why he should allow her into heaven replied: “Why should I have to say anything? He knows me. I’ll just run into his arms.’’ Amen!

Satan hates our children because they love God, and he loves them
This may seem somewhat trite and obvious at first glance, but consider the relationship between Jesus and children. Jesus can identify with children; after all he entered the world as a child, experiencing the same joys and pains of childhood of his peers. Jesus’ very birth caused the death of dozens of baby boys; Jesus never forgot the cost of his coming to children just like him.

Jesus could trust himself to children in a way that he could not and would not with adults. On many occasion in the Gospels it is recorded that Jesus’ knew the heart and thoughts of men: deceit, hypocrisy, hate, evil, slander, unbelief and selfishness. Jesus never had to be cautious with children, because they came with clean hands and pure hearts. 

Finally, children never turned on him the way adults did when he failed to overthrow the Roman empire. Adults nailed Jesus to the cross, not children, and it was adults who accepted the blame for his wrongful death, on behalf of their innocent children who had no say in the matter.

In a couple of weeks - How Satan uses us to steal from, kill and destroy them.
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